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  FEDERATION CHAIRMAN'S LETTER 

      From Anita Jobling 
 

As we go forward into Spring we can take heart from the crocuses and 
daffodils making their determined way through the frozen ground and 

know there are milder days ahead. 
 

I hope many of you have had your first jab by now, so feel more reassured and protected from the 
dreadful Coronavirus. I am so pleased to tell you that at least two of our ESFWI Trustees have 
volunteered their services and have now completed their training to become vaccinators in one of 

our local centres. They are too modest to own up to their dedication, but I am immensely proud of 
them.   

 
It’s hard to realise that we have spent the best part of a year in some degree of lockdown, but we 

have survived, so well done to everyone for your fortitude and determination. As you know, the 
Trustees contacted all WIs before Christmas and it was heartening to hear of the activities and 
events you have arranged for your members. 

 
 I have attended quite a few Zoom meetings and ‘drop-in sessions’ and found them very interesting 

and rewarding. Even though some members either don’t have, or choose not to use computers, 
others in their WIs have continued to stay in touch by telephone, or by helping with shopping, so 
hopefully, no one has been forgotten. Although not everyone is keen on Zooming, it does give us 

an opportunity to see and hear other members who we may not have had the chance to meet 
before.    

 
There are lots of challenges and ‘Virtual’ events planned by the Federation in the next few months, 
so keep up to date with further details in our excellent ESFWI News. Have you had a look at the 

new ‘Virtual WI’ yet - brilliantly organised by our own WIST team?  The joining details are posted in 
the East Sussex news and also on Facebook.  

 
I look forward to ‘meeting’ you at our Annual Meeting in March. This one will be a new experience 
for all of us and quite a challenge, but hopefully, we will have an interesting, and enjoyable, 

meeting, as usual. Don’t forget to apply to join the meeting – details from HQ. 
On a positive note, and with just a little consolation - we won’t have to shop for new outfits for the 

event, as we will be joining the meeting from our own homes.  However, it will be an opportunity 
for us to do a bit of wardrobe recycling, so all good! 
 

Take care of each other and stay positive, so we can deal with whatever the coming months have 
in store for us. Join me in looking forward to summer outdoor picnics and meeting friends again.  

 
 

 
 

                              This month's winner! 

               

               Susan Wilson,  

                Beckley WI 

  This month's cover 
photo 

A damp walk in 
Winchelsea,  

taken by Steph Gaunt 
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Sadly, the restrictions continue and the office remains closed to members.  Staff are 
working hard to keep things going with home working and some very limited time in the 

office itself (someone has to open your letters and send out the mailings!). 
 

The new WI Year begins on 1 April and from this year onwards this will be the renewal date for WI 
members.  The invoice for the Federation and NFWI part of the Membership fees are included in the 
Posting going out to WI secretaries this month. 

 
We know that some members feel that they have not received much from their WI in the past 12 

months, but many WIs have reached out to their members doing sterling work to keep in touch, 
some providing online meetings and events to those who could attend. 

   
FEDERATION ANNUAL MEETING ON 24 MARCH  
We hope that many of you who can have registered to attend and enjoy the various reports from 

your Chairman and County Treasurer as well as an entertaining presentation from your WI News 
Editor, Steph Gaunt and of course our main speaker, the Reverend Richard Coles.   For those not 

online, but who would like to listen to the meeting via their phone, they can phone in to the 
meeting.  Please note that you will be charged by your phone providers.  Registration is free but 
the Federation is pleased to accept donations from WIs or members attending by cheque (made 

out to ESFWI) or BACS (details available from HQ). 
 

NFWI ANNUAL MEETING 8 JUNE 2021 - STOP PRESS 
As this News goes to press, we have just heard the sad news from NFWI that the AM will not be 
able to go ahead as planned as a 'live' event at the Albert Hall.  We wait to hear from NFWI what 

alternative arrangements will be made, but have been assured that the AM will go ahead in some 
form.  

Thank you to those who applied to be Link Delegates. Please keep the 8 June free in your diaries. 
We will be in contact with you and with those who have bought Observer tickets as soon as we 
hear more from NFWI, and further information will also be sent to WI secretaries.  

NFWI send postings to WI Secretaries as listed on MCS, so it is important that WIs ensure their 
MCS Secretary’s details are up to date on the site.  If you have any problems with this please 

contact ESFWI HQ – 01323 442592/hq@esfwi.org.uk 
 
100 CLUB 

Now is the time to join the 100 Club if you are not already a member.  
For a £10 annual stake you are entered in the 12 monthly draws for a £100 

prize and the draw for a special £250 prize at the ESFWI Annual Meeting in 
March.   The 100 Club year starts on 1 July so you have plenty of time to send in 
your joining form and cheque or BACS payment.  Individual members can join 

as can WI syndicates although WI funds cannot be used. contact 
hq@esfwi.org.uk for the joining form. 

 
MONTHLY POSTINGS (NOW SENT IN THE FIRST WEEK OF THE MONTH) 
If your WI no longer wishes to receive the paper copies of the monthly postings and only wants to 

receive the emailed version, please let us know in the office at hq@esfwi.org.uk 
 

 

OFFICE LETTER 

Vicky Booth        
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A NOTE FROM YOUR EDITOR! 
I was delighted to receive so much positive feedback about the first edition of the 'new' 
News last month. Thanks for all the kind messages! Keep it coming, but also, don't forget 

to let me know about anything that I could improve. Contributions are very welcome – 
members love to read what other WIs are getting up to. Email me on 

stephgaunt@gmail.com. 
Last month, Vicky Booth asked WIs to tell her how many members are not able to receive the News 
and other WI communications via email, so we could assess what support we might offer. So far, 

only 14 WIs have replied! Please let Vicky know the situation in your WI if you have not done so. If 
we don't know the extent of the problem, we can't help. 

 
People who are not 'on-line' are increasingly excluded, not just from WI communications, but from 
life's opportunities – and necessities. On the next page you will see an advertisement for a local 

Sussex Digital Inclusion project (funded by the National Lottery). It gives a free help-line number. 
 

WHAT HAVE THE TRUSTEES BEEN UP TO? 
In addition to our normal monthly Zoom Trustees' meeting, in February 

we had a special meeting just to discuss finance. In the current 
situation we have had to watch this carefully. Although staff have been 
partially furloughed, they have continued to work from home to keep 

the Federation's work going. Our Advisers have been extra-busy, not 
least setting up a new pilot Virtual WI. We have had the impact of the 

three-month subscription 'holiday', no income coming in from events, 
and this year it is expected that the Federation will suffer a decline in membership. Sadly, we have 
already had notice that several WIs are planning to suspend, but new WIs would be expected to 

open in 2022/2023 to boost numbers. 
 

Following Charity Commission guidance, we keep sufficient in reserves to run the Federation for 
two years, plus an additional sum in order for us to support WIs in the event of the Federation 

having to wind down. We agreed that the money we currently hold is sufficient, but far from 
excessive. Members can view the full figures in the Federation accounts.  
 

As well as our virtual Annual Meeting on 24 March, we are busy planning Federation events, not 
only for when Lockdown is relaxed, but smaller and more frequent events in the meantime. This 

will include more virtual coffee mornings, and workshops to add to the current Craft and Art series. 
 
We know that the news from NFWI about subscription flexibility for members will have caused 

some concerns, and we'd like to make the point that the Federation was not party to the NFWI's 
recent consultation exercise, or to the final decision.  However, we must all remember that this 

exercise was undertaken in response to many requests/demands from WI groups across the 
country for more control over their portion of the subscription income, and many WIs will be 
welcoming the new way forward. At this stage we would urge WI Committees to budget carefully 

and ensure that any subscription reduction does not leave their group short of operating funds for 
the future.  

 
 

NEWS FROM THE FEDERATION 

TRUSTEES    Steph Gaunt 
 
 

mailto:stephgaunt@gmail.com
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 It has been an interesting couple of weeks for ACWW! 
 
Tea with ACWW World President - Magdie de Kock  

At the end of January the ACWW World President, Magdie de Kock, hosted 
afternoon tea at her home in South Africa. She discussed the postponement 

of the European Conference in Scotland, now September 2021, as most 
members rely upon air transport. Also the world conference, due to take 
place in Malaysia in 2022 has been moved to May 2023.  As with the WI, 

official measures are now being put in place to enable this to happen.  
 

Madgie thanks you all for the money raised for ACWW. Unfortunately as 
staff are infrequently in HQ she sends many apologies for the delay in 
acknowledging your efforts.  

 
Finally Madgie shared her Family Recipe for her Melktert (Afrikaans for milk 

tart), which is a typical traditional South African sweet treat. If you would like a 
copy do email me dottypro@hotmail.co.uk  
 

South East Supporters Group Meeting 
I joined 17 members when we met ACWW CEO Tish Collins, and Nick Newland, 

Policy and Communication manager, via Zoom. As you can imagine having not met for a year there 
was plenty to catch up on! 
  

Nick highlighted in our discussions that during the 
pandemic there has been decision taken all over the 

world that discriminate against women. CEDAW (The 
Committee on the Elimination of Discrimination against 
Women) called upon ACWW to attend a tribunal to 

give evidence using information acquired from global 
surveys undertaken. I hope to have more information 

next month. ACWW also has a seat at the UN as part 
of the advocacy work. Together they have been 
carrying out research into the effect of lockdown on 

women. An investigation has shown the huge problem 
of increased gender-based violence during the 

pandemic, with much substantive evidence available 
from the first lockdown. This has been highlighted in 

India where not only are the women cut off from 
support services but they are at the mercy of an 
abusive partner. Do follow this interesting link to find 

out more from India. 
https://news.un.org/en/story/2020/12/1080182  

 
 

 

ACWW LATEST From Dorothy Proietti    
 dottypro@hotmail.co.uk 
 

mailto:dottypro@hotmail.co.uk
https://news.un.org/en/story/2020/12/1080182
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It is with great sadness that I have to start with the tragic news that 
Beverley Wakeford-Brown died in February, after a relatively short (non-

Covid) illness. Beverley was such an inspiration to so many of us, and 
was always up for a challenge, supportive of new ideas and an avid 
adventurer.  
 
Those of us who worked with her on our Committee, will be forever 

grateful to her for the energy and enthusiasm that she injected into our 
Art and Craft programme across East Sussex. We will miss her very much. 
Here’s a picture of Bev, taken at our April 2019 Craft Day. RIP Beverley. 

 

Arty Crafty Club 

Our Arty Crafty afternoon Clubs go from strength to strength – with lots 

of lovely ladies joining us and sharing their achievements, some 
following our suggested themes, others coming up with ideas of new 

things to try. We meet every 1st and 3rd Wednesday afternoon at 2.30pm. 

However, I’m afraid we are not getting enough take up from our attempts to run 
an evening Club to continue with this option.  

 
Here is a really cheery picture from Alison Ridgeway of Herstmonceux WI, of her 
grand-daughter modelling one of Alison’s hand knitted jumpers and another of 

Judy Chittenden’s (Fairwarp WI) beautiful handsewn patchwork quilt. We certainly 
do have some very busy and talented ladies! Subscribe to our Art and Craft 

Newsletter to ensure that you are kept up to date with future times and dates, 
plus of course the vital Zoom Invites. If you are not subscribed please contact 
me. 

February Federation Challenge 
By the time you read this we hope to have had a flurry of 

fantastic paintings depicting your ‘Happy Place’. We promise 
pictures of the winning entry/entries in a future update! 
 

Online Workshops 
We are delighted to announce that we are putting together a 

series of online workshops, using Zoom and bookable through 
Eventbrite. Our first one, will, hopefully have already taken 

place by the time this is published. We decided to start with Zentangling, given that it needs so 

little by way of equipment.  
 

We are also hoping to book The Quirky Bird artist, as featured in WI Life magazine. Other ideas 
include basic Calligraphy, and needle-felting. We will vary the timings of these, experimenting with 
both afternoon and evening sessions. So please read your Crafty Updates, or check our Facebook 

Group, as this is where we will be mainly advertising these. 
(https://www.facebook.com/groups/118215402219132) 

 

CRAFTY UPDATE   with Susanna Way 
On behalf of the ESFWI Craft and Art Sub-Committee 

susannawaywi@gmail.com  
 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/118215402219132
mailto:susannawaywi@gmail.com
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Hello Everyone! 
Spring is on its way - Hooray- and what better way to celebrate Spring than with a recipe for 
lamb…  So, I have looked through my books and came across a family favourite which is both 
Spring-like but also a bit hearty-in case it is still cold. 

 
It's called Greek lamb to remind you of the sun, and only has a few ingredients that you can easily 

double/halve as you need.  The recipe below is for 2. 
 

Greek Lamb 

 

Ingredients 
 

• 2 lamb leg steaks or 4 chump chops 

• 1tblsp dried oregano (the Greek bit) 
• 0.5k or 1lb floury potatoes, sliced (not too thinly) 

• 1 onion sliced 
• 2 big cloves garlic 

 
Method 

1. Heat oven to 170c/gas 5. Wipe steaks and sprinkle with half the herbs and season with s & p 

2. Place potatoes and onions into a roasting dish, drizzle over with 2 tblsps olive oil, remaining 
herbs, salt & pepper. Using your hands mix well until everything is coated with oil. Tuck the 

garlic cloves(unpeeled) in amongst the potatoes. 
3. Roast for approx. 20 mins until the potatoes are just softening and then place steaks on top and 

pour in 150ml/1/4pint stock or water (perhaps with a little wine?). Return to oven for 30-35 

mins until lamb is tender and potatoes tinged brown. 
4. Serve with creamed spinach or spring cabbage, making sure you each get a garlic clove to 

squeeze out over the meat. 

RECIPE CORNER    

With Sue Davies 
 

WIST - WI Support Team 

INFORMAL PRESIDENTS AND SECRETARIES ZOOM 

WORKSHOP 
Your WI Advisers are running an informal, friendly workshop on Friday 16th 

April at 2:00PM. 
The workshop is for ALL Presidents & Secretaries, whether you are new to the role or not.  
It should last about 2 hours and after the year that we’ve just had, the workshop will be a 

great opportunity to share learning & experiences. 
Contact the Advisers if you would like to reserve a place, there is no charge. 

esfwiadvisers@gmail.com 

mailto:esfwiadvisers@gmail.com
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What is the Paris Agreement? 
 
On his first day in office, new USA President Joe Biden signed 

an Executive Order taking his country back into the Paris 
Agreement.  This is a significant move showing the intention of the 
new American administration to participate in worldwide efforts to 

combat the threat of climate change and global warming. 
 

The Paris Agreement is a legally binding treaty under the 
United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change which 
was adopted in Paris in December 2015.  By January 2021 it had  

been ratified or consented to by 189 states and the EU including 
China. With the USA, this represents about 97% of global 

greenhouse gas emissions. 
 
The goal is to limit average global warming to below 2 degrees C above pre-industrial levels in 

order to avoid the worst effects of global warming. These include extreme weather events, 
droughts, storms, sea level rise as ice melts, food and water shortages and consequent political 

instability.  The treaty aims to cut greenhouse gas emissions, particularly carbon dioxide, and for 
countries to be carbon neutral by 2050.  This means countries cutting the carbon dioxide they put 

into the atmosphere from transport, industry, households, agriculture and other sources to a level 
where it can be removed from the atmosphere by trees, oceans, peat bogs and other means 
including possibly technology.  Hence the WI Resolution on peat bogs! 

 
The Paris Agreement works on a 5-year cycle. By 2021 countries must submit figures for 

Nationally Determined Contributions (NDCs) towards increasingly ambitious targets for reducing 
emissions and building resilience to the impacts of rising temperatures.  It also provides a 
framework for financial and technical support for countries which need it. Money will be needed 

worldwide for adaptation to global warming.  Both large countries such as Australia with its 
wildfires, and small countries such as Pacific island nations with rising sea levels all need to work 

on adaptation. 
   
Some countries are making better progress than others.  In France recently in a court case 

brought by environmental groups judges ruled that their Government is failing to meet its climate 
change obligations.  The UK Government recently declared a ten-point plan to achieve net zero by 

2050 but needs a plan to get there. 
 
In November 2021 the UK Government is hosting the next UN Climate Change Conference 

(COP 26) in Glasgow and is keen to be seen as setting a good example to other countries.  Your 
Climate Ambassadors will be reporting on that!  

 

 

FROM OUR CLIMATE AMBASSADORS 

Margaret Plank, Seaford Martello WI 
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PETT WI EMBRACES THE 'NEW NORMAL' 
From President, Belinda Wood  

 

Like hundreds of others around the country Pett WI decided to give their monthly meetings a try 
via Zoom. First, we had to find a speaker that would pique members’ interest and engage them so 

that they would definitely come back for more! I didn’t have to think for too long though, as the 
answer was right on the doorstep in the form of fellow committee member Sara Dann’s sister, 
Sophie-Louise Dann.   

 
Sophie-Louise is a multi-Olivier award nominated actress with a career spanning 30 years in the 

entertainment industry.  With roles ranging from Madame Thenadier in Les Miserable and Barbara 
Castle MP in Made in Dagenham, she has earned the reputation for being one of the West End’s 

favourite leading ladies.  
 
In 2017 members of Pett WI had the pleasure of 

seeing her play Celia in Gary Barlow’s musical 
Calendar Girls in the West End and received an 

invitation to go on stage after the performance to 
meet the cast. We then invited Sophie-Louise to 
attend our Christmas event and she soon became 

a firm friend and honorary member!  
So in September last year, Sophie-Louise “starred” 

as our first Zoom speaker and gave a presentation 
from her kitchen where she regaled members with 
her life on the stage, breaking in to song 

occasionally and answering members questions all 
whilst baking her now famous lemon drizzle cake! 

Since March last year, like many thousands of 
actors, Sophie-Louise has had her career interrupted, but after I recommended her to other WIs 
the bookings began to flow in!   

 
Sophie-Louise said: 

 “After being invited to appear as guest speaker for Pett WI in 
September 2020, it has been wonderful to see many WI groups 
embracing the new technology and hosting their monthly meetings 

via ZOOM. My experience has been to witness true camaraderie and 
a feeling of connection throughout this unprecedented period we are 

all living through.  Presenting a live baking demonstration followed 
by an informal Q&A about my theatrical career has made for a fun 
evening with many WI groups during lockdown.” 

 
If your WI is interested in booking Sophie-Louise she can be 

contacted at sldiva2020@gmail.com 
 

 

OUT AND ABOUT… 

WHAT HAVE OUR WI GROUPS BEEN UP TO? 
 
 

mailto:sldiva2020@gmail.com
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FROM BREDE WI'S 'POET IN RESIDENCE', JOY WILD…. 

LOCKDOWN 

The topic of our conversations 

Has been about our preservation 

Now it's come straight from the lab 

Finds us queueing for the Jab 

What will we talk about now it's done 

Don't worry, it can be about the second one. 

It appears the end within our grasp, 

Albeit still distance, wear a mask. 

 

When it’s all over and all serene 

Perhaps we’ll meet on the village green  

Won’t it be lovely to be seen  

Instead of just upon a screen  

With lots and lots of idle chatter  

Time lost won’t seem to matter  

With WI back in full swing  

Life will have a sweeter ring 

 

FAIRWARP WI – 100 NOT OUT! 
From Susanna Way 

Through a year of restrictions, including 
lock downs, Fairwarp WI has continued to 

meet on a regular basis, on Zoom 
obviously. We have had some incredible 

talks including most recently an  
entertaining Quiz, hosted by President, 
Angela Tilly, that proved to be an absolute 

hoot. Two hours of merriment, and not one 
mention of the ‘C’ word! 

  
We would normally be celebrating our Birthday in March, and for us it is special as we are 100 

years old! Due to the Covid situation we are moving our celebrations to July, when we hope to 
meet – socially distanced of course – in the garden of one of our members. We plan drinks & 
Canapes, a Buffet supper and a Music Recital. Who knows whether this will definitely happen?  

We know that our plans must remain fluid – but all of us who have been part of Fairwarp WI will 
celebrate the BIG 100 in some way, and will continue to be proud of 

being part of such a wonderful WI. Our beautiful Centenary logo will be 
on display throughout the year, in the village. 
 

Here’s a trip down memory lane … One of the memorable moments in 
our 100 year history was the unveiling of our Fairwarp Village sign, in 

May 1953 by Lady Castle-Stewart, Chairman of East Sussex Federation 
of WIs. It was designed by WI member Nancy McNair in memory of 
Fairwarp’s first WI President Ada Barchard.   

Here’s to the next 100 Years!! 
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NEWS FROM THE UCKFIELD GROUP AND BUXTED WI 
From Kirsten Brown 

The recent meeting of the Uckfield Group of WI's was a great opportunity to 

catch up with what we all have been up to. It really made one appreciate the 
difference between those whose members are tech savvy and online and 

those WI’s who, with a predominantly elderly membership, do not have this 
advantage.  Buxted WI probably falls between both stools.  
 

We started our Newsletters last April and I can honestly say they have 
improved over the months as the editor undertook a steep learning curve in 

all things technological, with a bit of input from her son when things got too 
tricky!  The main aims were to provide something for members who have no 
online facility and to enable us all to keep in touch.  Our members have been 

great at sending in contributions and entering monthly Competitions and 
Flower of the month.  The Gardening Group provided photos during the summer and autumn 

months, but recently I have had to rely on photos from previous years! Members have helped by 
printing copies and distributing them as they take their ‘daily exercise’.  It has been a great team 
effort. 

Our Newsletters are sent out on the day when we traditionally hold our monthly meetings. We hold 
a ‘virtual’ meeting in the afternoon. Numbers have gradually increased as more members embrace 

Zoom and are able to join us, including one intrepid 90 -year-old!   

 
 
 

 

 

 

 
 
 

A SAD NOTE FROM KINGSTON WI 

You will have seen the news about the sad death of Beverley Wakeford-Brown in the Craft up-
date, but we felt we had to add this note from Penny Crawley, from Beverley's own WI:   
'Kingston WI are sad to say that their former President Beverley Wakeford-Brown died on Sunday after 

a short battle with Panreatic cancer. She was known through out the Federation as Chair of the Arts and 

Crafts committee and will be much missed. She died quietly at home with her husband, Roger, and 

daughter, Katy, at her side as she wanted' 


